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PILGRIMAGE TO-

OR years [ have wanted 1o wisit the
Scoit motoreyele factory at Shipley.
But Yorkshire is n loog way Irom
London and & journalit’s spare time is
strictly limited; so,
until a week or
two ago, I had not
been able Lo
achieve o Socott
lover's ambitian.
The Editog’s old
Iwoespesder gave

me the oppar-
teoity,  As many Sogth-Eastern Centre
clubmen will - know, I Thave made

considerable use of the old model;
and the greiter the mileuge the
machine covers the more 1 become con-
vinced that it is still capable of really
hard motoring. despite its 22 vears,
Also, the Scoit people would cenzinly
like to see such a well-preserved peti-
men of one of their earlier master-
pieces, . 1 And it was high time
we discovered what the 1946 Scoll was
going o look like and when it wik
going 10 Appear. 1 had been heanng.
toe, 0 lot of rumours about & revolu-
tionary two-streke design that wis being
disciissed i whispers up in Yorkshire,
Yes, there were several reasons for
gxing 1o Shipley!

On a Monday evening, when that par-
thetalnr week's issue was safely ™ to bod 7
and the Editor was in a nice cheery,
receptive frame of mind, 1 put the
proposition. fo him. - He gave his bless-
ing 1o the venlure, and, in June, with
the Scoti’s -previous month's *° basic ™
saved wp, the rip was on.

At 1 oelock on n pouring wet afler-
moon | set off from Bowling Green

Lane. Over the Islington stone selis,
the old Scort bumped a bit, for, my one
real ansiety being punctores, I had
pumped up the beaded-edged Lyres
really hard. Like any other Scott, this
one wasn't really happy umtil Rt could
get into its siride along the de-restricted
Great Cambridge Rond. 1 burred
along there at—I suppose, in the ab-
sence of & =speedo —a stendy " 30"
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Because o stlencer had besn finned in
addition 1o the normal expansion box.
the exhaus note was so guiet that it was
completely drowned by the swish of the
tvees over the waterlopeed road and the
whirr of the chains.

One advaniage of these carly models
is the fact that the oil adjusters, on cach
side of the mmnk, sre immediately in
froat of the rider, so that I was able to
get through Cheshunt, Hoddesdon and
Ware without Teaving an offensive truil
of smoke. Then came that stretch of
beautiful, fasl, undulating road  that
leads 10 Roysiomn,

A queer way of heading North!
Actually, 1 hove found that, (o take the
Cambridge road to Royston and then
cut along Al4 to join Al ai Alconbury
Hill is swifter, by day, than following
the Cireat Morth Rond all the way from
London.

Hor Scott !

Al was well through Stilton and
Mewnrk  wntil  Doncaster,  where
neticed  water  bubbling  and hissing
round the cyvlinder-head  gland  nuts.
The packing rings—quite possibly the
original ones—had gone, A greal pit¥,
becanse the Tast 30 miles were hilly.

| had 1o halt for water, and the old
two-stroke was seripisly overheating by
the time 1 reached my hotel in Leeds

It way 920 pm. 1 hud stopped on
the road for a meal, again for peirol,

The 1946 prototype
598 c.c. Scotr, In which
few changes are notice-
able |:nr=5ur the brakes.

and twice [or water; and another odd 20
minuies at least. S0 six hoors for 197
miles betiers the 30 moph. sveruge &l
which I had been niming. 1 had wsed
almoay exactly 3 gallons of petrol, and
oil, guite a lot of which goes to lubri-
cate the two-spesd gear, averaged ahoast
1 pint for 130 miles,

Mext moming. the old Scol arrived
at the Shipley works, travel-stsined and
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sprayed with rust from the leaking
cylinder heads, It was not at all pretty
to ook at, but the commissionaire
found il very interesting, and Mr. Rigg,
Scont’s safes director, when he came out
of his office, positively pounced o0n
i

“How long did it take you? No
trouble? Oh, dear, dear, yes—packing
glinds gons!  We'll see Harry Langman
nbout that!*

And so we saw Harry Langman,

There was the obd T.T. reder in his
shop, surrounded by heaps of un-
finished castings, trays of pislons, con.-
rods and other Scott pans. He wis
superintending the overhaul of one of
the few three-cylinder models that ever
reached ihe public, What an imimense
piece of machinery it looked!

“ How d'ye do? ™ said Harry, * How's
Girnham?

“Ah! yes, one of the old® 53—
1924—yes, fate 1924.7

Beiween them, Horry Longman and
Mr. Rige. who joined the great Alfred
A. Scoit as a lad in 1907, were soon
covering the history of the marque from
thode remote daye onwards.

I hadn't hesn there long before 1 dis-
covered that the spirit of the late Alfred
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A. still dominates the whole Shipley
concern.  When his name s mentioned
everyone — metaphotically speaking —
raises his hat and stands in silence,
And if the spirit of this great man
remains, so does the tradition of fine
engineering which he built up. If they
could sse some of the precision work
that Seotes have carrled out during the
war, those Scott fans who have bei




wondering when a new model would
issue from the Yorkshire siables would
understnnd why the reappeurance of
this well-loved design has been so long
detayed.

To find ouf what is happening about
the new mashine, 1 bearded Bill Cull,
ithe designer, in his den.

Cull 5 a Yorkshireman, and, like all
Yorkshiremen, he is forthright, He
told me quite a loi aboui a desipn he
had, already planned to the Iast not and
boalt. which, if it went inta production.
would undoubtedly moke (wo-siroke
history. But then he 1old me that there
was little likelihood of this design going
into production, this year, next year, or,
perhaps. ever.

Apart from the time that would be
necded  for development, there still
remain  supply difficullies, and cosl
would be another very big [actor. So
the whole design is filed away, In the

The handiing of the 1946 model on

wet roads wias found to be well up

to Shipley saandards. (Left) The new
front hub with it dual brakes,

Jl'i.r_'a:u.[ll‘l'le. he has been hu*\.!.' getiing the
Scolt, as we know it, back mo produc-
tion. I hed & look at the prototype.

The new wheels are the most obvious
improvements. . Each has two  lirge
nog-adjustable journal hﬂrin;‘, earried
on a steel centre. These centres ore
housed in cast-nluminivm hubs, webbed
internally for lighimess and strength,
amd with cooling fins om their outside
dimmetlers

The fromt hub has IWwo separale
brakes, each of b6 ins. diameter, wilth
I-in. wide linings. Ome cable. mnmning
over a pulley, carried in & neat jinction-
box mounted on the front forks, auto-
mutically exeris egual pull on each
bmake when the |'|:1I:d]|:h.1.r-|.lp¢mir.‘d
cable rases the puUc} }-L"kl\.‘. As the
box is packed with grease, the operation
is smooth and light

A deinil p\_yi,nl_ is the Wmoorporition of
& stop on each com lever, o prevent the
cams from rocking past the ™ I;lﬂ o
positton under the pull of the springs
whven the brake is in the ~ off * position.

The Smuth :pﬁ.‘bﬂk}'
meter drive i by worm |
gear, housed in the cam-
aluminium off-side front
brake plate; pegs, on the
driven wheel of the gear,
mate with the hub.

There 5 oOfe §ear
brake, on the of side.
operated by & cross-over
shaft from the near-side brake pedal,
This brake i 8 ins. in dizmeter, with
f-in. wide limmgs. On the ditve side of
the wheel there is a large-diameter cush
hob, having 10 rabber blocks., The
artachment of the cuih hub 10 the wheel
and of the sprocket to the cush hub is
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Veteran Machine and Returns
on This Year's Model

secured by self-locking nuts.  This detail
is clenrly illustrated on the mext page.

Tyres are Dunlop Universal, 19 s,
by 3,50 ina. rear and 19 ins. by 325 ms.
front.

The power-unil is baskcally the 1930
standard job, with ane double Pilgnim
oil g mouwnted on the off -side crunk-
casg door. It will be supplied only in
the 59 &g cnpacity, T1 mm. bare hjl
714 mm. stroke. An Amal carborefier
is used, and ignition and lighting are by
Lucas Magdyno.

The gearbox is the [mous Scott
threc-speed  paitern, with ' foot-change
mounted on an extension of the gearbox
castmg. Ratios on  the prolotype
machine, with a 2l=looth rear<drive
sprocket, are 4,19, 554 and B9 to 1.
This is the close-ratio box. now modified
e give a slightly lower bottom gear,

Another 1946 feature is the filing of
Brampton forks. There i an Blisalion
1o the mke, nimed o improve the
sieering. and in a short ride over the
moorland roads 1 discovered that the
navigation of this model & indeed
troly excellen:

“Try the brakes
while coasting.”
Cull lead said; so 1
did. Together, ihey
stopped the
machine  smosthiy
and remarkably
quickly. But, indi-
: vidully, .1 fodand
the front = stoppers  miher too smooth
amnd the rear one inclimed to lock the
wheel,

Back at ihe works | tald Mr. Cull
that 1 thowught the engine wis miher
rough, judged h:.' Scoll standacds, and
mentioned my frst impressions of the
brakes.

* Well, that’s what we want," he said,
“a bi of candid criticism. 1 showld
have warned you ahoutl the -motor, of
cowrse; it's boen knocked up from biis
of this ond that, withoui any attention
1o cleamnces—case of geiting something
awaembled quickly, And we haven'y
finished - playing with the brakes vet

“*Wow 'l wirodice yoir o Mr.
Milner, and he'll ke you for o ride in
The Car.”

He ok me for a ride, indesd! We
went through thoss winding lanes st a
gait that a “Wog "™ tnxi-
driver would hesélate to
emulate. The car is a
much-abused sports chas-
st in which the three-
cylinder engine (oh, wes!
they haven't  fmished
playing with that et
either!) i going through
its  development  tesis,

I can oaly tell you that this engine
has improved vastly; that il incorporntes
n devics for metering petrodl emixture
which would copvince anyone that this
system of lubrication is the only prac-
ticuble one for wo-strokes; and that- -
sad to 2ll—it is planpned to develop it
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Tha oush - drive rear
hial, -partly dismancled,
l-hvwlr-g, the  rubber
shockabsorbing elements
Interposed between the
vanes an the hub and
those on the sprocket
member. The webbing
of the aluminium hob
body can be seon.

solely a8 n car engine

al present.
At tea T met Mr, B, A
Vinter, 1he managing

director, and was  put
through quite an inguisi-
tion. What did 1 realiy
think of 1he new
machineg? These York-
shire peiple certainly go
in for plain speaking,
and | did my best to cope
with a barmpge of guestions,

Mre. Vinter was extremely. inferested
1o bhear that 1 had arrived on the old
wwoespeeder.  “ You'd befter leave it
bere,” he soggested, “and have it
checked over by Harry Langman.”

“ That would be very nice, 1 agreed,
and 1 conld, of course, get back by
T TR

By uain? What's wreng with bor-
rowing ihe new model T You o give
i n real caning and then come back and
1ell us just how bed you think B

The London Limited.

S50 | borrowed it.  Afler visiting one
or two friends in Yorkshire, 1 left Hor-
rogate ot 10130 pom, and, stopping
Mework and Stevenage for petrol and o
cup of tea nnd a smoke, [ was indoors. m
Purley—pust 322 milet avay—by 5§ am.

It had been a beawtifol moonlit night,
wih only aogisjonal patches of mast in
the hollows to slow me up, and as |
burbled through desenled London in the
enrly morning. 1 told myself, for the
humdredih time, that this particular job
of work has ils compensations.

When | arrived back a1 Shipley, just
ovef a wesk Fater, 900 of the hardest
pm-\.'rhie miles had BOTE O the “ clock ™
on the 1946 Scott. Although, as | have
said, this model is by no means a pro-
duction job, for our own records il was
pul through all of that gruelling ardeal
which results in a * Motor Cycling ™
rond test chart and graphs

At an informal conference with the

Scolt directors, 1 gave them the Rgures
I bad obtained and my impressions of
the model. And wihile the ** round table™
was on, | presented them with two pet
ideas of my own, which had been
developing in the grey matter all. the
week.

Please would they seriously consider,

frant
The control cable passes
from one brake to the other ower an
enclosed pulley, mounted on the forks.

How the dual brakes are

balanced,

when the © three " was ready, making a
sidecar outfit, built as such and incap-
able of being divorced from the * chair.”
It would provide a high-performance
model for which the demand at present
greatly excecds the supply.

The positive-stop, foct-change operation of the Scott gearbex.
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And, please, would they ako use
petroil lubrication on the "47, or, at the
latest, the "48 machines, or else provide
some means of adjusting the oil pump
settings from the saddie?

5o far as the 1946 machines are con-
cerned, | was assured that the produc-
tion models, when they start coming
through, will have engines of fairy high
performance, (hai the brakes will be
really super (on my experience of the
experimental opes 1 think they will be)
anmd that there would be an opporiunity
to give one an unbiased road fest

Then, gollecting -the  wo-speeder—
leoking smarter than it has looked for
& bong time—1 set off honw. At Grant-
ham, it being dark, and petting cold, |
stopped for a cup of ten.  Half an hour
later 1 was ferreting in nnd out of the
dozens of lorries parked in the square,

rying to find the model.

Surely no one would have stolen itl
1 asked a lorry driver. " Seen anyone
with an old molorcycle?”

" Mo, chum.  Better go to the police
stalion.”

And there, so help me, was the poor
cld Stotl; not stolen, but in proteclive
custady! 1 torned oot that 1T had for-

gollen 1o refit the licence-holder, and a
policeman, seeing the machine standing
unlicensed and unilluminated in a corner
of the lorry park had assumed it 1o be
losg, stolen or strayed, ‘When I'd ex-
plained, and the appropriate form had
been completed, 1 could have gone on
my way, but for the * Booth ™ lighting,
of the most primitive. type, which
adomed XU 840! The local con-
stubulary opined that it was ingenious,
bhut not altogether legal,

And being one of those caulious cus-
tomers, who believes that a hint is betier
than an eolry in & copper’s nolehoak,
| spent the remaiming hours of darkness
in a sheler opposile the police sation.
My sole companion was a dear old
tramp, who woke up at my footfall o
“borrow " my last match and to tell
me where an honest bob could be earned
hay-making!
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